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backward regions, and the inevitable harmfulness of most technical
assistance on socially unprepared ground, are not the only reasons why
America has failed to benefit the backward nations. 'Millions of the
peoples of the earth are trying to do today for themselves and their
children what our forefathers did for us in 1776', U.S. Supreme Court
Justice William O. Douglas said in a speech on November 12, 1950;
and 'it will be shameful if, when the history of the period is written,
America is credited with suppressing these struggles, with aligning
itself on the world scene with reaction, tyranny and oppression'.

Yet that is what has happened everywhere. A year later, on December
15, 1951, in a speech at Atlandc City, Justice Douglas criticized the
Government for supporting with loans and grants 'corrupt and re-
actionary regimes* and giving 'feudal systems strength and vitality to
perpetuate the causes that breed communism'.

It has happened where colonialism is concerned. 'America's wartime
propaganda led Asia to believe that, with the coming of peace, the
U.S. would champion colonial demands for independence', U.S. News
& World Report stated on October i, 1948. 'Instead, the U.S. adopted
a course that is alienating millions and playing into the hands of the
Communists'.

It has happened where nations gained their independence, where
America had the choice of using her influence for or against the needed
social and political reforms that alone would give substance to new-
won national freedom.

Korea was the tragic test case.

'President Truman realized more than four years ago that Korea
was "an ideological battleground upon which our entire success in
Asia may depend",' his former adviser Edwin \V. Pauley told the
Senate Armed Services Committee on August 3, 1950. He quoted the
President's judgment of 1946 which, had America been able to make
it the basis of her policy., would certainly have prevented the Korean
war and all it implied for the world, 'The furtherance of our policy of
winning Korean support for our concept of democracy and for our
programme of action within Korea can be effective in facilitating
agreement with the Soviets', the President had said. 'By making possible
the fonnulation and execution of liberal reforms such as the nationaliza-
tion of certain industries and land redistribution, which are desired by a
majority of Koreans, this policy should also help to broaden the basis
for an understanding with the Russians.'

But America could not help acting in the opposite direction. These
were some of the results, on the eve of the war between the Northern.